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This booklet has been prepared as an introduction to our chair and 
should give you an insight into our teaching programme and examples 
of students’ works, research on international projects as well as activ-
ities by staff and students. This edition of the booklet updates the in-
formation on teaching and research staff and it also reflects the fact 
that since the first edition we have, like everyone else, had to cope and 
adapt to the Covid-19 pandemic. Moving to online or hybrid teaching 
posed challenges, especially for tutoring on studio-based design cours-
es. However, we and our students rose to the challenge and have man-
aged to maintain our standards. Another casualty of the restrictions 
has been a period of time with no international travel to project meet-
ings or conferences and this is reflected in the booklet as well. We hope 
to resume our international activities as soon as we can.

As a small programme we have certain special possibilities - everyone 
knows one another, staff and students relate to each other rather in-
formally and there is a relaxed atmosphere which students from many 
other countries find refreshing. The student life in Tartu is very rich 
and enjoyable. International staff and students are well-supported 
and the reputation of Estonia as a country with the most advanced 
e-services is well-deserved. The chair of landscape architecture was 
established in 1995 and since 2009 has been led by Professor Dr Si-
mon Bell. The increasingly international and multi-disciplinary team 
of the chair has expanded, developed an international teaching pro-
gramme and participated in many international research and educa-
tional cooperation activities. 

Welcome to the chair of Landscape Architecture at the Estonian University of Life Sciences

The teaching programme consists of a three-year bachelor degree 
programme followed by a two-year master degree in two versions - an 
Estonian version attuned to the specific needs of the Estonian market, 
and an International version (but mainly taught together). In addition, 
there are doctoral students. The bachelor programme is taught pri-
marily in Estonian (with some English elements) while the master pro-
gramme is primarily taught in English and some courses are duplicated 
into Estonian and English versions or are split into different versions. 
Students may defend their bachelor and master theses in either Esto-
nian or English. 

The staff is very international: Chair Professor Simon Bell is from the 
UK while there are teachers and researchers from Estonia (the ma-
jority), Germany, Latvia, China, the UK and Poland. Besides landscape 
architects, we also have staff who are geographers, archaeologists, 
arboriculturalists, art historians and those with a background in ar-
chitecture and forestry.

Our research is also international and we recently completed a large 
EU-funded project focusing on the health and well-being potential of 
urban blue spaces. We led the production of a book and associated 
websites. This project features in the booklet and you are welcome to 
download the book which is Open Access. This focus on landscape and 
well-being is one of the specific strengths we have built, although we 
also carry out research in other fields.



Simon Bell began his career in forestry with a 
bachelor degree from the University of Ban-
gor, Wales, and then earned a master degree 
in landscape architecture at the University of 
Edinburgh. He worked for the British Forestry 
Commission for over 20 years, specializing in the 
design of forest landscapes and their recreation-
al uses before moving into academia. He worked 
in the USA, Canada, various European countries 
and Russia as a consultant on large-scale forest 
and recreational landscape projects. Simon’s 
research and project work brought him to the 
Baltics in the early 2000s. He conducted his 
doctoral research in Latvia, obtaining his PhD 
from the Estonian University of Life Sciences. 
He has been teaching and researching in Estonia 
since 2005. In 2009, he became the professor 
and head of the landscape architecture depart-
ment and in 2018 the Chair professor. In 2011, 
an international master programme in landscape 
architecture was opened under Simon’s leader-
ship. He teaches courses on large- scale planning 
and design and supervises many master and PhD 
students. Between 2012 and 2018 he was Pres-
ident of ECLAS (European Council of Landscape 
Architecture Schools). He was a Principal Inves-
tigator in the EU-Funded projects Bluehealth 
(Horizon 2020) and MODSCAPES (HERA). 

Friedrich Kuhlmann is a 
landscape architect from 
Berlin living in Tartu. He 
worked in different design 
offices in Germany, taught 
and researched at TU Ber-
lin, Rostock University and 
BOKU Vienna and also 
founded freelance business-
es for planning and consult-
ing. He has taught and re-
searched in the chair since 
2005.

Mart Kulvik is a biologist, land-
scape ecologist and conservation-
ist; he worked in the Department 
of Architecture of Tartu City Gov-
ernment as an urban ecologist, in 
the Ministry of the Environment 
and acted as an environmental ac-
tivist (ELF, Green Movement, etc.) 
and in administrative (Tartu City 
Council, Estonian Congress) and 
academic decision-making bodies. 

Alice Narep has a degree in 
Environmental Planning and 
Landscape Design (2019) 
and is finalising her master’s 
degree. As a project assis-
tant, she coordinates and 
manages the activities of the 
chair. Internationally, she co-
ordinates IFLA Europe and 
ELASA activities.

Peeter Vassiljev is a lectur-
er in planning and landscape 
construction. His research 
interests are in the field of 
forest recreation, behaviour 
observation in green areas 
and environmental psycholo-
gy in general. He takes great 
interest in computer graph-
ics and 3d simulation and is 
responsible for running the 
Virtual Landscape Theatre.

Mari Nõmmela graduated from 
the University of Tartu as a teach-
er of history and social studies, 
specialising in art history. She de-
fended her Master’s and Doctoral 
thesis on Estonian art history. She 
has published books and research 
articles related to Estonian cul-
ture, and written chapters for sev-
eral collections. 

Toomas Muru is a landscape ar-
chitect who obtained his land-
scape architecture education at 
the Norwegian University of Life 
Sciences, Wageningen University 
and Eesti Maaülikool. He also has 
a forestry education from Esto-
nia. He worked as a private con-
sultant at an Estonian planning 
company and then for the last 25 
years as the landscape architec-
ture study programme developer 
and teacher at Eesti Maaülikool.

Kadri Maikov is a landscape 
architect and a specialist in 
healing gardens. She pub-
lished a book in 2011 based 
on environmental psychol-
ogy. Kadri has been  with 
the landscape architecture 
department since 1997, and 
as a lecturer from 2000. She 
has given speciality courses 
and lectures at universities in 
Finland, Spain, Turkey, Portu-
gal and Lithuania.
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Liina Jürisoo is a lecturer special-
izing in trees and woody plans in 
the landscape. She recently com-
pleted her PhD and originaly grad-
uated from the Leningrad Institute 
of Agriculture as an agronomist in 
horticulture. She trained further 
in landscape design, landscaping, 
arboriculture, and has been teach-
ing for more than 10 years in sev-
eral vocational schools.

Joanna Tamar Storie  is a lectur-
er from the UK and gained her 
PhD from the Estonian Universi-
ty of Life Sciences with her the-
sis, “When peace and quiet is not 
enough: examining the challeng-
es communities face in Estonian 
and Latvian rural landscapes”. 
She is interested in public partic-
ipation in local landscapes   and 
she teaches the Strategic Local 
Planning course.

Fiona Nevzati is a PhD student 
who obtained her MSc in Ar-
chitecture and Design from the 
Izmir University of Economics, 
Turkey, and her BSc in Architec-
ture and Design from the Amer-
ican College Skopje, North Mac-
edonia. Her doctoral research 
topic is “Human Well-Being 
Supporting Ecosystem Services 
along the Urban Gradient (Ur-
ban-Rural-Wilderness).

Shimin Huang is a teacher from 
China who obtained her M.Sc. 
in European Urban Studies from 
Bauhaus Universität Weimar, 
Germany and her B.Eng. in Urban 
Planning and Landscape Archi-
tecture from Guangzhou Univer-
sity, China. She tutors on several 
courses.

Mana Taheri Talesh obtained her 
M.Sc. in Landscape Architecture 
from the Estonian University of 
Life Sciences, and her BSc. in Ar-
chitecture from Azad University, 
Iran. As a specialist at the Chair 
of Landscape Architecture, she 
supports the international mas-
ter students, tutors on some 
courses and helps with chair pro-
motion.

Gloria Niin teaches courses on 
the bachelor programme such as 
the General Course in Landscape 
Architecture, Drawing and Pub-
lic Space Design. She also had a 
position as a landscape architect 
of the university focusing on pro-
viding better opportunities for 
different user groups and making 
the outdoor space more resilient.

Jekaterina Balicka is a Latvian 
landscape architect and is current-
ly a researcher and teacher. She 
has work experience from offices 
in Riga and Berlin. She was a pro-
ject coordinator for the GreenMan 
project, dealing with management 
issues of green urban spaces.

Anna Wilczynska obtained her 
MSc in Landscape Architecture 
at the Warsaw University of Life 
Sciences (WULS-SGGW) in Po-
land. She is a landscape architect, 
junior researcher and tutor. She 
is a PhD candidate at the Warsaw 
University of Life Sciences and a 
board member of the Miastodwa 
Cultural Association.

Martti Veldi is a landscape ar-
cheologist and lecturer . he 
teaches courses in heritage man-
agement and advises on the use 
of geographic information sys-
tems (GIS). He was researcher 
on the Modscape s project. He is 
also an inspector in the Estonian 
Heritage Board.

Kaja Veddel obtained a degree 
in landscape architecture from 
the Estonian University of Life 
Sciences in 2018 and has had 
further training at the Universi-
ty of Genoa in Italy. She manag-
es the daily proceedings of the 
chair, teaches the general course 
in landscape architecture and 
courses in drawing and urban 
landscape design.
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Bachelor Programme Master programme Course Activities

Programs used: AutoCAD & Photoshop 

Copycat by Ragne Nikkel

Original by Phillips Marler, Parramatta park
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Field Trips International Activities Research and Achievements

https://www.facebook.com/EMUmaastikuarhitektuur?hc_ref=ARToKN3vT70jaj_s8MjAMCzK4H2rdrpCS1FDEr1MQlU-xtlHt_vcnLPjVwkYZr2wfBs&ref=nf_target&__xts__[0]=68.ARC9yy69_DX_wGbCHysY2K9LxLfNk5lh65gvc1yGgf_QGA8tQGfhZHckKOXEvRIJwdJ4f3_M4aF8vvLx9KvjUVj2jZjPqEytCf4zJyJA1pyEyaK7gM5i8I62h6PU0VU1vxbt-FzD8OE_KF-LhyzQt2cZJr3Nn04KbToAO89uhaBnVJrpFiIvxQEfeh2I4RIvUzf75JafPBVZubpLg8Rvzq3VE2P6zNxK1E2NQQm9KjJz5ImjeClcCv8899av-F8jeead4QM5JG0rR3Fiw5UklgfB_69mchPHhKxmgR_04das8XeY1okTytcPn-mFmXxrhdXhTZp2hefxXWEvEbdJcx84YpbeY3YLp3-z8xYra-SMc-h9hmI28HE9cbhj__2QMqLBQrsR9Ddckj7uzlCnbFctYq8
https://www.instagram.com/p/CXOHrf_trSA/?utm_medium=copy_link
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chair-of-landscape-architecture-estonian-university-of-life-sciences/?viewAsMember=true 


1. Bachelor Programme
Design of Public Spaces

VIKTORIA ROMASOVA , KERSTIN L AUR AND, SIGRID KOOL

The bachelor programme builds up from basic 

courses to more specialised ones leading to the 

final bachelor thesis project.

Here we focus on outputs from courses which 

use a range of graphical methods.
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Analyzing the park area, it became clear that it was 

a shady, empty, uncharacteristic and culturally void 

space. The townspeople pass through the park mainly 

for daily activities. The park is rarely used as a recrea-

tion area. A location away from the Vabaduse street is 

also preferred.

With our design, we try to give people the opportunity 

to step out of this moving mass and step out of their 

routine. By creating a more natural and free environ-

ment, city dwellers may enjoy the urban space, nature 

and culture around them.
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1.

The main design course in the second year spring semester focuses on the 

design of public space. This is the first course where bachelor students deal  

in greater depth with larger-scale sites.

In this course the students cover the basics of public space design and apply 

them in a design project which includes site visits, in depth analysis and fi-

naly they propose a new design concept for the site,working in teams.

Parnu Loomesadam

Matilda Vilgas and Iris Epp Sildnik
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1.
The concept connects the diverse environment of the railway and proposes 

a playful way of exploring the area. While dancing like a bird, you can appre-

ciate the landscape as it is. An important part of this project is collecting 

rain water and focusing on preserving natural vegetation as well as reintro-

ducing species of insects.
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Kerstin Laurand
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On the detail planning coursethe 2nd year students take on a task of redesigning a city block.

The aim is to design a memorable and complete urban design solution that encompasses livabili-

ty and sustainibility principles and respects the urban spirits of the place.

The design is further worked up in technical and legal aspects to ensure compliance with the 

planning act.
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This site is located out of Tartu and is a sand and gravel quarry twith potential to pro-

vide recreation for nearby residence. The site has houses and a relatively large school 

nearby. It is located next to an existing lake and recreation area to which it will be 

connected.

Mana Taheri, Maria Da Nazare Reblo, Maziar Bisheban, Khaled Sayed

Proposed  activities include hiking, cycling, sunbathing, and swimming in  the summer, skiing 

and ice skating in the winter. The aim is to pay attention to plant species to develop a manage-

ment and care program, which comprises two parts: the vegetation and the infrastructure. 

The plans are for the long-term looking ahead 100 years.
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Programs used: AutoCAD & Photoshop 

Copycat by Ragne Nikkel

Original by Phillips Marler, Parramatta park

2. Master Programme
Advanced Presentation Graphics Course

The two-year master programme is aimed at graduates from our own bach-

elor programme plus students who have graduated from other universities 

in Estonia or from abroad in landscape architecture or in a neighbouring 

discipline such as architecture, horticulture, ecology or geography.

Copy-cat’ task, adaptation of a chosen architectural graphic style

Ragne Nikkel, Parramatta park

While a bachelor programme teaches the fundamentals and tools needed 

in landscape architecture, at the master level an advanced understanding 

of a broader range of subjects combined with theory and is your chance to 

develop your own areas of interest and to master research skills in your final 

thesis.
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Programs used: AutoCAD & Photoshop 

Copycat by Ragne Nikkel

Original by Phillips Marler, Parramatta park

Making presentations is an important 

part of being a landscape architect and 

in this course you will work with stu-

dents from different backgrounds with 

different levels of skills to focus on your 

personal progress.

You are encouraged to develop your own 

techniques by trying to mimic favourite 

examples of graphic design and then ap-

plying what you have learned to create 

your own work. You also develop a range 

of approaches for presenting your works 

graphically and orally.



2.

Growing Urban  »»»  Growing Nature

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4

Maria da Nazaré Rebelo

As Urbanity grows so does the longing for Nature. The highly 
stressful and artificial city life makes one want to escape to the 
peaceful and natural rhythms of Nature. Thus, as the Urban 
grows so does the Urban Nature.

Located in the heart of Tartu, Estonia, the project site is 
surrounded by some of the city’s most busy roads, Eden 
Shopping Centre and Tartu’s Open-Air Market. In this area 
the only reminder of Nature is the Emajõgi, while all the rest 
are constant reminders of the hectic rhythm of Urbanity. This 
proposal not only creates a new green recreation area for 
locals, but also attempts to make visitors aware of Nature’s 
rhythms through concept of Ecological Succession.

» » »

How Nature Grows

As Urbanity grows so does the longing for Nature. 

The highly stressful and artificial city life makes 

one want to escape to the peaceful and natural 

rhythms of Nature. Thus, as the Urban grows so 

does the Urban Nature. Located in the heart of 

Tartu, Estonia, the project site is surrounded by 

some of the city’s most busy roads, Eden Shopping 

Centre and Tartu’s Open-Air Market. In this area 

the only reminder of Nature is the Emajõgi, while 

all the rest are constant reminders of the hectic 

rhythm of Urbanity. This proposal not only creates 

a new green recreation area for locals, but also at-

tempts to make visitors aware of Nature’s rhythms 

through concept of Ecological Succession.

Growing Urban, Growing Nature

Maria da Nazaré Rebelo
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2. Into the Emajõgi

Khaled Mohamed

Wide wooden board walks allow for close contact 

with the river in all seasons.

The Tasku’s Shade

Razeen Malik Nazar

The form connects to the flow of the river which is 

flexible architectural open space that invites peo-

ple to come in and spend time.

Through Micro Habitats

Flore Gangnon

At the end of Anne Kanal the paths spread into 

wild and create the transition between the urban-

ity and rurality. Platforms go over the water to get 

closer to the aquatic wildlife. There is a gradation 

of maintenance into the habitats from moan lawn 

to the natural meadows.
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2. Where is the Nest?
Lison Epifanie

This site is accessible by severals ways (bus, cars) due to the prox-

imity of the main road. Different habitats are present and offer 

the opportunity to increase and protect the biodiversity. ‘The 

Nest’ plays with the duality between Autumn/Spring and features 

a long path through many kinds of landscapes. Observing, under-

standing and learning about biodiversity and in the same time do 

activities as canoeing, walking... and discover hidden part of Ema-

jõgi!

BUS

BUS

CAR

This site is accessible by severals ways (Bus, 
cars) due to the proximity of the main road. 
Different habitats are presents and offer 
the opportunity to increase and protect the 
biodiversity. ‘The Nest’ plays with duality 
between Autumn/Spring, 

thus created a long path through many kinds 
of landscapes. 
Observing, understanding and learning about 
biodiversity and in the same time do activities 
as canoeing, walking... and discover hidden 
part of Emajogi!

THE NEST?
Where is

Project map

LCA Units Habitats Map//Project area
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BUS

CAR

This site is accessible by severals ways (Bus, 
cars) due to the proximity of the main road. 
Different habitats are presents and offer 
the opportunity to increase and protect the 
biodiversity. ‘The Nest’ plays with duality 
between Autumn/Spring, 

thus created a long path through many kinds 
of landscapes. 
Observing, understanding and learning about 
biodiversity and in the same time do activities 
as canoeing, walking... and discover hidden 
part of Emajogi!

THE NEST?
Where is

Project map

LCA Units Habitats Map//Project area
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Coupe BB’

B

A

A’

B’

Map of the first stop, parking area: Bus, Cars

1rst Canoe Spot          //   2nd Canoe Spot 

1) Birds Observatory

2) Bus Station3) Snack hut

Twigs of Wood// The nest

Bus Station, Snack hut and Observatory have the same 
‘shape’ and symbolize different references spots. What’s 
you can do under these structures? 
Have snack, find bins and toilets and some material 

stockage.



«Permeate the interface» / Outdoor Recreation Planning and Design, January 2021 / Clotilde Senepin 

2. PERMEATE THE INTERFACE

a dynamic route through riverside, forests and meadows

Clotilde Senepin 

This project aims at enhancing wildlife habitats around the river to increase the in-
teractions between biodiversity and agriculture. The forest is densified, and coupled 
with a restored floodplain meadow on formerly drained terrain. As well as drawing 
the ecological values of the place, it also roots a relationship to local food production. 
With pedestrian access from Tartu, crops can be seen through practices, tools and 
seasons, with the biodiversity around. This trail offers multiple environments and at-
mospheres, each hosting different uses and simple ways of moving and resting.

BUS

BUS

CAR

This site is accessible by severals ways (Bus, 
cars) due to the proximity of the main road. 
Different habitats are presents and offer 
the opportunity to increase and protect the 
biodiversity. ‘The Nest’ plays with duality 
between Autumn/Spring, 

thus created a long path through many kinds 
of landscapes. 
Observing, understanding and learning about 
biodiversity and in the same time do activities 
as canoeing, walking... and discover hidden 
part of Emajogi!

THE NEST?
Where is

Project map

LCA Units Habitats Map//Project area
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biodiversity and in the same time do activities 
as canoeing, walking... and discover hidden 
part of Emajogi!

THE NEST?
Where is

Project map

LCA Units Habitats Map//Project area

O
ut

do
or

 R
ec

re
at

io
n 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 a
nd

 D
es

ig
n



3.201.70 1.70

ligned Alnus glutinosa 
and Fraxinus Excelsior

fruit and flower country 
hedge (berry bushes to feed 

birds and pollinators, also 
habitat for wildlife)

Coppicing every 7 years

mineral, stabilized and 
permeable path 

agriculture land 
(micro-topography)

wet meadow (former drained terrain) 
with rich biodiversity. mowing 1/year 
after reproduction period, around octo-
ber, leaving a refuge area intact (25% of 

the total surface)

2.70

ditch densely planted birch treesprivate yard mineral, stabilized and 
permeable path

7.00 3.20

2.70 2.50 2.50

mineral, stabi-
lized and 

permeable path 

ditch with high 
herbs

mowing 2/year 

shrubland 
copicing every 5 

years

densified 
mixed 
forest

agriculture 
land 

2.70

elevated wooden path 
(local production)

wet high 
meadow

SECTION AA’/ the horizontal relation of the wet meadow to the agriculture land 

SECTION EE’/ the dense birch  forest as a transition from the private property

SECTION BB’/ at the edge of the forest

4.50 3.20

mineral, stabilized and 
permeable path

high flower meadow
and ligned varieties of 

Apple trees

private yard

SECTION CC’/ in the wetland

SECTION DD’/ from the private property to the river, ligned apple trees 

PLATFORM 1 / emerged in the forest, lay and look at the canopy 

PLATFORM 2 / through the open wet meadow, look at the horizon and observe the fauna 

PA
TH

 T
YP

O
LO

G
IE

S 
/ s

ca
le

 1
:1

00

0 2 5 10



2.
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This site is accessible by severals ways (Bus, 
cars) due to the proximity of the main road. 
Different habitats are presents and offer 
the opportunity to increase and protect the 
biodiversity. ‘The Nest’ plays with duality 
between Autumn/Spring, 

thus created a long path through many kinds 
of landscapes. 
Observing, understanding and learning about 
biodiversity and in the same time do activities 
as canoeing, walking... and discover hidden 
part of Emajogi!
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LCA Units Habitats Map//Project area
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the opportunity to increase and protect the 
biodiversity. ‘The Nest’ plays with duality 
between Autumn/Spring, 

thus created a long path through many kinds 
of landscapes. 
Observing, understanding and learning about 
biodiversity and in the same time do activities 
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part of Emajogi!
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Lost Hiking Trail
Kaisa Kuusik

The site is covered with mixed forest and includes bog areas. The drainage  system helps to keep forest 
dry during the flood period. The area includes  many habitats and different animal species which means 
that the area is sensitive to noise and crowding. Based on this information, the area is designed for 
people who like to explore and observe nature.





With the growing population and weak road con-
nection in the area, the place will look like a giant 
football field. People will be everywhere, and the 
traffic will not flow well. And with the new devel-
opment of Kvissentali housing, the place is going 
to be more cramped. The primary importance 
would be the restoration and enhancement of 
physical and spritual connections between the 
inside and the outside and vice versa. 

A Romantic’s Glimpse 
Through Apertures

A: WINDOW

B: RESTORATIVE SPACE

C: SILENT RETREAT

The vision includes establish-
ing new connections as gateway 
portals into the site. To help spur 
this conceptual shift, the design 

takes inspiration from the roman-
tic themes associated with river’s 

past, notably ‘Landscape as an 
Image’ and utilizes the related 

themes to inspire and guide the fu-
ture of the site. In order to connect 

to the past, I envision a gateway 
that anticipates the visitor to ex-

plore the landscape and moments 
in the area where the great vista 

across the Emajõgi river valley can 
be experienced in an all encom-

passing way. 

Lodjakoda weaves together landscape typologies: from an upland play 
mound area to a lowland riverscape. I envisioned as a gateway to the nat-
ural world; one that highlights creative discovery in all seasons. Diversity, 
discovery and imagination are emphasized in the vision of this design, of-

fering visitors fertile ground for the expansion of the mind and body. The landscape window is situated on a higher 
mounds that opens out into the general landscape 
in a picturesque way. A spot to allow a pause before 

leaving the area. 

The pathways designed as spiderweb that 
causes some surprise and confusion. Hikers 

can rest and orientate themselves.

A narrow path leads into the river edge, a place 
to pause, to listen in, a retreat and hear the 

sounds of nature

The new path will take the visitor through the cultivated path of the 
reeds and eventually to the opening that leads to the beach, providing 
a mystery feature for the scene. The reed landscape is unique to the 
region and has been improved by planting a few native reed species 
and an allium. 

The partnership revolves around the 
notion of introducing some vertical 

height to the flat forest landscape. The 
walkway starts at the highest point of 
the house, with an entrance gate that 
looks like a circular magnifying portal, 
looking into the protected forest floor. 
Architecture deals with the notion of 

an artificially encouraged foray above 
the forest floor, an elevated view, and 
then a meandering down the forest, 
which is otherwise impossible to see 

in such a way that there is no relation-
ship at all. 

Emajõgi is the most important feature today, and since history, 
it provides a broad panorama over the magnificent valley of 
Emajõgi. Visitors to space are confronted with an awe-inspiring 
vision, punctuated today with forest landscape and picturesque 
houses, the location of which was decided by the river. It offers 
itself as a place to witness and view the rich ecological ideals 
and the continuous romantic narratives that characterize Esto-
nian landscapes. Over time, though, the relationship between 
new development has been lost both visually and physically. 
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This site is accessible by severals ways (Bus, 
cars) due to the proximity of the main road. 
Different habitats are presents and offer 
the opportunity to increase and protect the 
biodiversity. ‘The Nest’ plays with duality 
between Autumn/Spring, 

thus created a long path through many kinds 
of landscapes. 
Observing, understanding and learning about 
biodiversity and in the same time do activities 
as canoeing, walking... and discover hidden 
part of Emajogi!
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A Romantic Glimpse Through Apertures
Masooma Abbas



With the growing population and weak road con-
nection in the area, the place will look like a giant 
football field. People will be everywhere, and the 
traffic will not flow well. And with the new devel-
opment of Kvissentali housing, the place is going 
to be more cramped. The primary importance 
would be the restoration and enhancement of 
physical and spritual connections between the 
inside and the outside and vice versa. 

A Romantic’s Glimpse 
Through Apertures

A: WINDOW

B: RESTORATIVE SPACE

C: SILENT RETREAT

The vision includes establish-
ing new connections as gateway 
portals into the site. To help spur 
this conceptual shift, the design 

takes inspiration from the roman-
tic themes associated with river’s 

past, notably ‘Landscape as an 
Image’ and utilizes the related 

themes to inspire and guide the fu-
ture of the site. In order to connect 

to the past, I envision a gateway 
that anticipates the visitor to ex-

plore the landscape and moments 
in the area where the great vista 

across the Emajõgi river valley can 
be experienced in an all encom-

passing way. 

Lodjakoda weaves together landscape typologies: from an upland play 
mound area to a lowland riverscape. I envisioned as a gateway to the nat-
ural world; one that highlights creative discovery in all seasons. Diversity, 
discovery and imagination are emphasized in the vision of this design, of-

fering visitors fertile ground for the expansion of the mind and body. The landscape window is situated on a higher 
mounds that opens out into the general landscape 
in a picturesque way. A spot to allow a pause before 

leaving the area. 

The pathways designed as spiderweb that 
causes some surprise and confusion. Hikers 

can rest and orientate themselves.

A narrow path leads into the river edge, a place 
to pause, to listen in, a retreat and hear the 

sounds of nature

The new path will take the visitor through the cultivated path of the 
reeds and eventually to the opening that leads to the beach, providing 
a mystery feature for the scene. The reed landscape is unique to the 
region and has been improved by planting a few native reed species 
and an allium. 

The partnership revolves around the 
notion of introducing some vertical 

height to the flat forest landscape. The 
walkway starts at the highest point of 
the house, with an entrance gate that 
looks like a circular magnifying portal, 
looking into the protected forest floor. 
Architecture deals with the notion of 

an artificially encouraged foray above 
the forest floor, an elevated view, and 
then a meandering down the forest, 
which is otherwise impossible to see 

in such a way that there is no relation-
ship at all. 

Emajõgi is the most important feature today, and since history, 
it provides a broad panorama over the magnificent valley of 
Emajõgi. Visitors to space are confronted with an awe-inspiring 
vision, punctuated today with forest landscape and picturesque 
houses, the location of which was decided by the river. It offers 
itself as a place to witness and view the rich ecological ideals 
and the continuous romantic narratives that characterize Esto-
nian landscapes. Over time, though, the relationship between 
new development has been lost both visually and physically. 
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Emajõgi is the most important feature today, and throughout history it has provided 

a broad panorama over the magnificent valley. Visitors to the space are confronted 

with an awe-inspiring vision, punctuated today with forest landscape and picturesque 

houses, the location of which was decided by the river. It offers itself as a place to wit-

ness and view the rich ecological ideals and the continuous romantic narratives that 

characterise Estonian landscapes. Over time, though, the relationship between new 

development has been lost both visually and physically. 

With the growing population and weak road connection in the area, without and in-

tervention the place would look like a giant football field. People would be every-

where, and the traffic would not flow well. With the new development of Kvissentali 

housing, the place is likely to be more cramped. The primary importance of the design 

is the restoration and enhancement of physical and spritual connections between the 

inside and the outside and vice versa. 
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3. Course Activities
Model making
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Model making is used as a means of presenting ideas where the three-dimensional aspect con-

veys more than drawings and where the act of modelmaking assists students in understanding 

the site and the objects they are modelling. In the example on the left the first year bachelor 

students use models in order to develop an understanding of three-dimensions, of terrain, con-

tours and how design elements need to relate to slopes etc.

The model on the far left and those below are examples to help understand historical farm 

garden landscapes from early in the 20th century. They are reconstructions based on old pho-

tograhs and maps with historical research carried out by the students and then interpreted to 

scale. The use of different materials for models, which convey textures and colours and make 

the models either realistic or abstract is also tested.



4. Field Trips
TECHNOGENIC LANDSCAPES EXCURSION

As part of the technogenic Landscapes course, you will attend field trips to sand quarries as well as Estonian oil-shale 

mines. The huge hills or holes left behind are challenging to restore to or to revegetate and demonstrate both the power 

and limitations of nature in re-colonising areas affected by human activity.



37

RECREATION STUDY VISIT
Within the course on outdoor recreation planning and design there is a field trip in autumn to the beautiful forests of southern 

Estonia managed by the State Forest Management Centre. You look at sites next to lakes, walk on wooden trails and experience 

the way the sites function as well as offering ideas for improvement where necessary.



5. International Activities
Study Fair in Finland
Where the staff and student promoted our programmes.



45

GUANGZHOU DESIGN WEEK 

During 09-12 December 2021, the chair of landscape architecture was invited to participate in Guangzhou Design Week as one 
of the European educational institutes. The chair actively took part in the exhibition and promoted the current research, such 
as ’the BlueHealth project’, as well as other teaching achievements. 
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/Mkn0B_dzB0Wlg9bM-cz7Rw

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/Mkn0B_dzB0Wlg9bM-cz7Rw


5. JAPAN
In 2017 two students were funded by a Japanese company to visit Japan and to look at Japanese culture and

Japanese gardens.



ARMENIA
Chief Specialist Friedrich Kuhlmann has been to Armenia, giving lectures and facilitating intensive

workshops on landscape architecture theory at the National Architecture University in Yerevan.



6. Research and Achievements
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BlueHealth was a pan-European re-

search initiative that investigated the 

links between urban blue spaces, cli-

mate and health. It combined interdis-

ciplinary approaches to examine how 

wellbeing might be promoted through 

the development of blue infrastruc-

ture.

Funded by the EU’s Horizon 2020 

programme until December 2020, we 

hope that our work will continue to 

inform the design, planning and man-

agement of accessible and quality blue 

spaces. 



Programs used: AutoCAD & Photoshop 

Copycat by Ragne Nikkel

Original by Phillips Marler, Parramatta park
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