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Welcome to the chair of Landscape Architecture at the Estonian 
University of Life Sciences. This book has been prepared as an 
introduction to our chair and should give you an insight into our 
teaching programme and examples of students’ works, research on 
international projects as well as activities by staff and students.
As a small programme we have certain special possibilities - 
everyone knows one another, staff and students relate to each other 
rather informally and there is a relaxed atmosphere which students 
from many other countries find refreshing. The student life in 
Tartu is very rich and enjoyable. International staff and students 
are well-supported and the reputation of Estonia as a country 
with the most advanced e-services is well-deserved. The chair of 
landscape architecture was established in 1995 and since 2009 has 
been led by Professor Dr Simon Bell. The increasingly international 
and multi-disciplinary team of the chair has expanded, developed 

an international teaching programme and participated in many 
international research and educational cooperation activities. 
The teaching programme consists of a three-year bachelor degree 
programme followed by a two-year master degree. In addition, 
there are doctoral students. The bachelor programme is taught 
primarily in Estonian (with some English elements) while the 
master programme is primarily taught in English and some courses 
are duplicated into Estonian and English versions. Students may 
defend their bachelor and master theses in either Estonian or 
English. The staff is very international: Chair Professor Simon 
Bell is from the UK while there are teachers and researchers from 
Estonia (the majority), Germany, Latvia, the Ukraine, India and 
Poland. Besides landscape architects, we also have staff who are 
geographers, archaeologists, arborists, art historians and those  
with a background in architecture and forestry.

Landscape architecture offers a unique blend of different  
aspects from a range of disciplines: the natural sciences, 

the social sciences, the arts and humanities, 
engineering and information technology.  

This makes it attractive to people from a wide range of  back-
grounds, especially those who wish to study something which 

crosses the traditional art/science divide.

Simon Bell
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BACHELOR
PROGRAMME

The bachelor programme builds up from 
basic courses to more specialised ones 
leading to the final bachelor thesis project. 
Here we focus on outputs from courses 
which use a range of graphical methods.



Camille Colliot



INTRODUCTORY COURSE
You are introduced to landscape architecture through a course where you are 
encouraged to try out innovative ideas in the real world using your own temporary 
interventions or testing different techniques for exploring spaces. This allows you to 
exercise creativity, and practice the new skills you will be using in later in your studies.





You will apply a range of media and ideas for drawing. This is designed to develop  
your imagination and to draw it, rather than just capturing what you see, as well  
as to use drawing as a form of analysis, where selection and judgement of what  
you show in a drawing are important aspects.

DRAWING

Darjana Petrova



AUTHORHelena Hämarik



On the left: Oksana Parts
On the right: Raiko Jaeski, Oksana Parts, Merilin Jusilo, Merlin Kont, Kirke 
Holm, Merlin Kont, Merilin Jusilo, Oksana Parts, Raiko Jaeski, Merilin Jusilo
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Hanna Maria Pinsel based on Stradivarie Associated Architects graphics
‚Copy-cat’ task, adaptation of a chosen architectural graphic style



As a final year bachelor student, you will design in urban environments and propose ideas for 
public spaces. Therefore, urban landscape analysis is a valuable task needing specific approaches 
so that plans and designs make sense in the real world.

URBAN LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS

Camille Colliot
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For the bachelor thesis you take the same site as your fellow students but bring theory and practice 
together in your own project at different scales of design. Apart from analysis, design and construc-
tion, you will connect to theory and the current contemporary trends in landscape architecture.

BACHELOR DESIGN PROJECT

Marii Prii
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Triinu Lepa
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This course deals with the restoration of land affected by mining and quarrying. You will learn 
how to design landform as well as model making techniques and ecological restoration.  
The large scale of such sites offers a great opportunity for design imagination.

TECHNOGENIC LANDSCAPE



Lisi Olesko, Nóra Buffham, Emese Sápi, Fernando Peneda, Arslan Turkmen



Trees are an essential framework for landscape architecture and taking care of them requires 
special skills. As we have an arborist in the Chair we can teach you directly using the relevant 
tools and equipment, the trees on the campus providing the materials on which to learn and 
practice. Hands-on experience of this sort is very valuable for teaching purposes.

TREE MANAGEMENT





MASTER
PROGRAMME

The two-year master programme is aimed at 
graduates from our own bachelor programme 
plus students who have graduated from other 
universities in Estonia or from abroad in 
landscape architecture or in a neighbouring 
discipline such as architecture, horticulture, 
ecology or geography. 

A bachelor programme teaches the 
fundamentals and tools needed in landscape 
architecture but at the master level an advanced 
understanding of a broader range of subjects 
combined with theory is your chance to develop 
your own areas of interest and to master 
research skills in your final thesis.



Kristjan Kohu



Jelena Sabovljević based on Zean Macfarlane graphics

‚Copy-cat’ task, adaptation of a chosen architectural graphic style

Making presentations is an important part  
of being a landscape architect and in this course 
you will work with students from  different 
backgrounds with different levels  
of skills to focus on your personal progress.  

ADVANCED PRESENTATION TECHNIQUES
You are encouraged to develop your own techniques by trying 
to mimic favourite examples of graphical design and then 
applying what you have learned to create your own work.  
You also develop a range of approaches for presenting your 
works graphically and orally.



Laura Kadaja based on StudioWOK graphics



MEETING THE PAST
TYNIEC MONASTERY, POLAND

THE AIM OF the project WAS TO 
CREATE A PLEASANT PLACE FOR 
VISITORS BUT ALSO A PRODUC-
TIVE GARDEN WITH THE APPLE 

TREES FOR THE MONKS.
IN THE CENTRAL PARTS, MEDICI-
NAL PLANTS AND HERBS CAN BE 

FIND AS IN MEDIEVAL TIMES.

Constance Criqui



Jelena Sabovljević



This is a large, semester long course which takes a large-scale 
territory popular for outdoor recreation and tourism. You will 
learn about the main trends in society and issues informing the 
need for recreation and leisure spaces. 

OUTDOOR RECREATION PLANNING AND DESIGN

Anna Bieła

Planning of the whole area leads to the identification  
of sites for the development of recreational opportunities. 
Starting with group work in several stages and field trips 
the final step is an individual project.



Meandering river banks

Physical description

On this type of landscape, there are a larger variety 
and a greater relative number of deciduous trees 
including species that prefer moist soils such as 
willows of many types. Since Gauja flows through 
sandstone and sandy soil that is susceptible to erosion 
and the fact that Gauja meanders untamed, there are 
many oxbow lakes on this forest landscape character.
The forests on this landscape type are dense and the 
area is not very accessible. However, because of Gauja 
in the middle and a number of oxbow lakes this type 
of land holds a great potential for various recreational 
purposes.

Visual description
From the river, the landscape looks really peaceful, 
like a still, we are cut from the world. 

Lia Chowdhury, Augustin Contreras Nieto, Constance Criqui, Huang Lê Minh, Elin Svensson, Argo Vahane



Lia Chowdhury, Augustin Contreras Nieto, Constance Criqui, Huang Lê Minh, Elin Svensson, Argo Vahane

Sensitivity
The study area consists mostly of almost untouched 
nature – be it forests, mires or the riverbanks. This 
makes the mean sensitivity of the area relatively high. 
The exceptions are the vast horizontal fields, settle-
ments, quarry and industrialised wetlands where the 
anthropologic factors have already changed the land-
scape and rendered the sensitivity.



Anna Biela



Augustin Contreras Nieto, Amrita Umme Aymona Ali, 
Aurore Lea Marie Rabier 

Landscapes are cultural systems and landscape architecture 
is cultural work. This seminar addresses the way we perceive 
landscapes and the way we look as Landscape Architects. 
It shows the coherence between the developments in different 
cultural fields andthe performance of landscape architecture 
depicting a relation between somebody and someplace.
 

LANDSCAPE THEORY



Hoang Le Minh,
Marie Huron
Mohamed Aty Elbih



MAJOR DESIGN PROJECT
In the second year of Master studies you can choose either  
to undertake practical training or to develop a complex design 
project of an area with a theme of your own choice. 
The design project follows a series of steps: data collection, 
master planning of a section of the area and detailed design 
of construction and planting. 

Kertu Kruus

This project allows you to demonstrate your attainment 
of the broad range of skills needed by a landscape 
architect. It also allows you to develop a more specialized 
interest depending on area and design issues chosen  
to be deepened in the master thesis.



Kertu Kruus



MASTER THESIS
You will choose a subject for your master research, which can be 
a scientific research project, be based on the application of design 
as a research method or something in between. Your theme can be 
drawn from key research problems facing landscape architecture or 
taken from a list of teachers’ suggestions. 

Elvi Liiv

What happens to open areas in the campus of EMU when grass 
mowing is stopped?  This research looked at the transition of lawns 
into meadows

This is important to create more sustainable and diverse landscapes. 
The author counted plants which emerged on unmown test areas and 
identified their potential for more ecological management.

It can be related to one of our current research projects or 
something you find personally interesting and want to pursue 
further. Examples might take the urban micro-climate into 
account, discuss the role of trees in private gardens or how to 
design play space for children in a kindergarten.



Kristijan Kohu



Kristjan KohuKristjan Kohu

This research-to-design Master thesis by Kristjan Kohu explored the 
ways in which different aspects of microclimate such as shade or thermal 
comfort could be incorporated into the design of a public park.





This project examined the qualities of different kinds of outdoor play 
provision for kindergarten children in Tartu, finding which kinds of 
space and equipment had the most play value. On the plans the blue dots 
represent boys and the pink dots represent girls, showing the different 
patterns of use by these groups of children in the same space.

Bhavna Mishra



This research studied the contribution of trees in private gardens to the 
green structure of the city of Tartu, finding that these contributed the 
same amount as public green areas.

Himansu Sekhar Mishra



INTENSIVE COURSES
Each year there are field trips and excursions within Estonia and beyond. 
Some of these are important accompaniments to core courses, while 
others are related to special opportunities such as summer schools  
or international teaching projects through European funding.

FIELDTRIPS AND



FOREST RECREATION STUDY VISIT

Within the course on outdoor recreation planning and design there is a field trip  
in autumn to the beautiful forests of southern Estonia managed by the state forest 
service. You look at sites next to lakes, walk on wooden trails and experience  
the way the sites function as well as offering ideas for improvement where necessary.



TECHNOGENIC LANDSCAPES EXCURSION
As part of the technogenic Landscapes course, you will attend field trips  
to sand quarries as well as Estonian oil-shale mines. The huge hills or holes  
left behind are challenging to restore to or to revegetate and demonstrate both  
the power and limitations of nature in re-colonising areas affected  
by human activity.



NORDPLUS INTENSIVE COURSE

As part of a recent transnational project funded by Nordplus 
three intensive workshops were held in Latvia, Estonia and 
Finland. The Estonian workshop area included Narva, a city 
in north-east Estonia near the Russian border. Together with 

Tim den Duijf

students from Latvia and Finland our students worked  
on design projects about public space identity in each city,  
based on real interaction with the local administration  
and stakeholders and general public. 



Jekaterina Balicka



COLAND INTENSIVE PROGRAMME
The transnational project CO-LAND has created an international blended 
learning environment in which students from planning disciplines 
can address the spatial, social and environmental challenges of coastal 
landscapes in Europe with creative and inclusive methods. 

Ellen Fetzer

We have developed an open online course for interdisciplinary and virtual 
teams on local case studies as well as four intensive study programmes in 
partnership with coastal communities in Europe. The upcoming intensive 
course will be held in Tallinn 2019.



LATVIA STUDY AND SOCIAL WEEKEND
Each year in November the students of the first-year master 
programme spend a working and social weekend in the Latvian 
countryside as a social bonding activity for the whole group.  
During the day you work on the project while in the evening  
you have an opportunity to try out a real Baltic sauna experience.

Tim den Duijf
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INTERNATIONAL
Members of staff are active in many international initiatives  
and in recruitment of students from other countries.

ACTIVITIES





CHINA
Professor Simon Bell has been on several trips to China and has developed a good relationship with the renowned 
Harbin Institute of Technology in northern China. He teaches there and collaborates with the faculty.



JAPAN
In 2017 two students were funded by a Japanese company to visit Japan and to look at Japanese culture and 
Japanese gardens.



MEXICO
Professor Simon Bell has visited several universities in Mexico, delivered lectures, held creativity workshops and atten-
ded a recruitment fair. There is an exchange of staff and students between Universidad de Monterrey and our chair.



ARMENIA
Chief Specialist Friedrich Kuhlmann has been to Armenia, giving lectures and facilitating intensive 
workshops on landscape architecture theory at the National University Architecture in Yerevan.



RESEARCH
All chair staff members are engaged in research. Two major research projects are 
currently underway and stand out: BlueHealth (led by Professor Simon Bell, with 
researchers Peeter Vasiljev, Himansu Mishra, Jekaterina Balicka, Friedrich Kuhlmann, 
Gloria Niin and Anna Wilczynska) and MODSCAPES (led by Professor Simon Bell 
with researchers Friedrich Kuhlmann, Martti Veldi and Oksana Zhukova). Both are 
funded through the European Union but represent very different aspects of landscape 
research. Lecturer Kadri Maikov is an expert in healing landscapes and has carried  
out designs for local hospitals in Estonia.



Choreography of research steps for the Go-along interviews in MODSCAPES case studies done by Friedrich Kuhlmann



BLUEHEALTH
This international project is funded under the 
EU Horizon 2020 programme and explores the 
impact urban waterbodies and their terrestrial 
interfaces (blue spaces) can have on human 
health and wellbeing. Through a number of 
surveys, reviews, experiments and interventions, 
it is investigating whether the careful design  
and implementation of urban blue 

infrastructures can deliver benefits to public health and 
prevent disease. Our main task is to develop tools and 
to test how built small-scale interventions can influence 
how people use blue spaces and the effect this can have 
on their levels of physical activity and mental health. 
By assessing sites, observing behaviour and making 
surveys we obtain the data needed to test this.

This project has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and 
innovation programme under grant agreement 
No 666773.  

MAP: Maaamet



MODSCAPES
This international project is funded through HERA 
(Humanities in the European Research Area) within the 
theme “the Uses of the Past”. The project studies the impact  
of Modernism and modernisation on the rural landscape 
from a number of case study countries in the 20th century 
under different political regimes. Our staff studies 

the impact of collectivisation of agriculture under the Soviet 
occupation of Estonia and Latvia, the forced collectivisation in 
the Ukraine and also collectivisation in the former GDR.  
We held an international conference in Tartu in June 2018 and 
have been carrying out fieldwork, often together with students 
as part of the landscape and ideology master course.

Friedrich Kuhlmann



Our landscape architecture students 
have their own organisation – 
EMÜS – which organises all kinds 
of social and educational activities. 
International students are very 
welcome to participate and to share 
their own cultures in different 
events.

STUDENT LIFE





Maastikuarhitektuuri õppetool / Chair of Landscape Architecture
Põllumajandus- ja keskkonnainstituut / Institute of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences

Eesti Maaülikool
Kreutzwaldi 56/3, 51006 Tartu 

Tel: (+372) 731-3139 
E-mail: maastikuarhitektuur@emu.ee


