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INTRODUCTION SITE LOCATION

The project area is one of the most important and centraly located, but in the same 
time in some ways neglected place of  Tartu City. Toomemägi hill is surrounded by 
residential areas, public spaces, urban nature, Tartu Universities buildings and lots of 
history.
The aim of the project is to make the site more open and inclusive for visitors. The 
reasons for this is not only the location  of the area but also the fact that Toomemägi 
symbolizes the important landmark of Tartu city centre and there are plenty of 
potential opportunities for users.  

Figure 2. Project site zoom out (Tartu city map 2017)

METHOLOGY

TRIBUTE

The first part of the work is analysis, which is carried out by using  different  methods  
and tools (p10). This gives an overview of history, development of the area, physical 
aspects, functioning, views, social aspects and activities. The analysis is followed by 
the concept.
Second part of the works is the design for  the whole  area  and a detailed  design  for 
the focus area (p18) is a student area, because Toomemägi hill belongs to University 
of Tartu and students is very important users this site.

The author of the thesis is thankful to her supportive supervisor Anna Wilczyńska.  
Also like to thank Jekaterina Balicka, Friedrich Kuhlmann, Kaja Veddel, Peeter Vas-
siljev, Glooria Niin. Special thanks for place in the Universities landscape building, 
it was a great workplace. Additionally thankful to family and friends and also Victor 
Crone song “Storm”. 

Figure 1. Project site zoom in (Tartu city map 2017)

Already mentioned, the project area is located in the city centre of Tartu, on the 
bank of the Emajõgi, next to the old town. It is surrounded by cultural and public 
spaces in front of University Of Tartu buildings.
The site includes four main streets (Ülikooli, Vallikraavi,Karl Ernst von Baer, Jakobi). 
As the locations very central, it is surrounded by many public places. Because it is a 
hill, the visual connection with the rest of the city is quite signifificant.
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METHOLOGY FOR ANALYSIS

Figure 3.Methology for analysis
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ANALYSIS
Part of history

Figure 3.Methology for analysis Figure 4. History timeline
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ANALYSIS
Accesibility and roads

Toomemägi is located on top of the hill therefore ac-
cesses is difficult due to this peculiar relief. Regardless 
of this there are few entrances which are available for 
most of the users. 
The best access is for pedestrians who can explore over 
75 paths of the  area. In the area there are 42 smaller 
and larger stairs, mostly in poor conditions. They can 
be dangerous especially in case a heavy rain and in the 
winter.
It is possible to get to the area from 5 places with a car. 
Cars can be driven mostly on the streets of Vallikraavi-
and Ülikooli, less on Lossi Street, that is a cobblestone 
street.
It is also possible to cycle around the area, however 
due to the complex topography it is hard to get to the 
actual park. The other problematic aspect is sharing of 
paths among pedestrians and cyclists.
Similar situation, concerning a difficult access to the 
area is crucial for disabled people. 
In conlusion the quality of accesses should be better 
for pedestrians.

Lossi str
eet

Vallikraavi street

Ülikooli street

Figure 5. Tartu city map 2017
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ANALYSIS
Infrastructures

Toomemägi has a very peculiar terrain. It has changed 
from that a result of centuries-old human activity. High 
barriers and more elevated soil, bastions are very 
distinctive to the area.
The differences in the levels of the terrain create 
areas which might work as a separate “rooms”. This is in 
some way a problem of connectivity, but can be looked 
as a potential to create areas with different types of use.

Figure 6. Tartu city map 2017
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Figure 7. Tartu city map 2017,  1:2000

ANALYSIS
Functioning, character areas, nature Non-define function

Private areas

Semi- private areas

Music school 
H. Eller

Kassitoome

Musu hill

Tennis court

K.J Peterson

Tartu Cathdral
University of Tartu 
museum

K.Monsterni 
monumentK.Von Baer 

monument

Playground

Cafe Rotund

Courth house

Devil’s bridge

Angel’s bridge

University of 
Tartu

Püssirohukelder

Old Anotonicum

Tartu Tähetorni 
observation

Park of Piragov

Outdoor gym

In the area there are a lot of unctional spaces and buildings. Most of them are indoors. On 
the outside there  is a large park and private or semi-private spaces. 
In conclusion, a big challange but also a potential is a diversity of stakeholders,reflected in 
public spaces which seems to be  semi-private and semi -public, as well as private spaces of 
inhabitaats. The area are a lot of functions but, it is not direct any specific to a target audi-
ence.



15

ANALYSIS
Users and views

Observation overviews 

9 January at 12.30-13.00
11 January at  9:40-11:15
13 January at 17:50-18:15
14 January at 14:50-15:20
16 January at 18:25-18:40
17 January at 17:10-17:40
19 January at 12:55-13:25
20 January at 15:30-15:45
21 January at 11.15-11:40
27 January at 15:25-16:00

 -6, snowfall, snowy
 -4, snowfall, a little windy
-10, snowy
 -7, windy
 -5, snowy
 -9, windy
 -3, sunny, windy
 -6, cold
-13, Windy, very cold
-10, sunny, windy

Interviews with users- conclusions

Local people who don’t live nearby don’t use this area 
so often.
The Toomemägi history and memory is important for 
people and Tartu, because they feels that is important 
place (genius loci), but cannot justify it.
Lots of nature, English garden style, big trees. 
  Sometimes even creepy. 
Hard to access, bad stairs, can’t go there with bike. 
Users: tourists, local people, childrens in Kassitoome, 
walkers. 
More uses in spring, summer and autumn- when the 
weather is nice.
People don’t prefer to go there, it is not used as a path 
way and it is hard to access.

Figure 8. Tartu city map 2017Figure 7. Tartu city map 2017,  1:2000
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CONCEPT
Welcoming area

1. FUNCTIONAL  PLACES
Welcoming area for everyone- target use.

2. SUGGESTION FOR ACTION
Toomemägi is a place for everyone. There is a possibil-
ity to make picnics, exhibitions, sports, walk, explore 
history, play on the playground, enjoy the beauty. 
People feel better when they see that other people 
want to stay in the area.

3. BETTER ACCESSES

The aim of the concept is to change the area so it would be more visible  and more inviting. It should be inte-
grated with Tartu city centre, to create a more unified area and be an inviting place, even from the distance.
Therefore, it should offer beautiful nature, a recreational areas and historical connection.  Toomemägi should 
be opened for everyone- for different users (seniors, students, children…), and everything: city, Emajõgi river, 
views.

Figure 9. Concept plan
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Figure 10. Tartu city map 2017,  1:2000

MASTER PLAN

MASTER PLAN
Functional ares

Overviwe a main functional areas:

1. Playgrounds

2. Main square

3. Student area

4. Platform

5. Tennis court

7. Sports road

8. Outside Gym

9. Natural park 

10. Historycal places (buildings, monuments)
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M
1:500

Section A

STUDENT AREA
Design plan 

Figure 11. Tartu city map 2017,  1:2000 Figure 12. Section A
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STUDENT AREA
Planting plan
Meadow plants

Rumex acetosella (1)
Fritillaria meleagris (2)
Geum Rivale (3)
Cerastium holosteoides (4)
Pulb plants (5)
Allium ursinum (6)
Plantago media (7)
Bellis perennis (8) 
Lamium album (9)
Glanthus nivalis (10)
Chelone glabra (11)
Schizachyrium scoparium (12)
Penstemon digitalis (13)
Carex elata (14)
Scilla Sibarica (15)
Primula veris (16)

M 1:200Figure 13. Planting plan
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EXAMPLES OF PLANTS

1

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

1513 14 16

Photo 6. Hydrophonics 

Photo1. Wikipeedia Photo 2. Pinterest Photo 3. Green garden Photo 4. Pinterest

Photo 5. Pinterest Photo 7. Pinterest Photo 8.Taverham Nursery Centre.

Photo 9. World press Photo 10. Gardenia Photo 11. Missouri Plants Photo 12. Sunlet gardens.

Photo 13. Putnam hill Photo 14. Let’s go planting Photo 15.Petter Nyssen Photo 16. Wikipedia
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STUDENT AREA
Construction drawings

Oak wood is varnish with polish. 
Foundation is concrete and 1,4 m deep below frost limit.
Wood attaches with screws.
Special stone is attached with putty or cement

Figure 14. Constructions
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Figure 14. Constructions

The aim of this thesis was to make the site more open and inclusive for visitors. Toomemägi is one of the most 
important and centraly located, but in the same time in some ways neglected place of  Tartu City. Toomemägi 
hill is surrounded by residential areas, public spaces, urban nature, Tartu Universities buildings and lots of history.
Problem was that the area is not inviting for people. The reasons for this is not only the location  of the area but 
also the fact that Toomemägi symbolizes the important landmark of Tartu city centre and there are plenty of 
potential opportunities for users.  Greated different areas for different age groups. Every space is designed based 
on different age group needs.

ÜLDKOKKUVÕTECONCLUSION

Käesoleva töö eesmärgiks oli muuta vaadeldav ala rohkem avatumaks ning inimestele 
kutsuvamaks.  Lahendades territooriumi erinevate funktsionaalsete tegevustega on 
võimalik kõikidel kasutajtel leida endale sobiv tegevus üksi võio koos sõpradega. Tartu 
kesklinnas paikneb kaunite vaadetetega Toomemägi ning pakub erinevatele 
vanusegruppidele erinevaid funktsionaalseid tegevusi. 
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