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How to find a relevant 

journal?



• Estonian research landscape – where are we?

• Why the right journal is important?

• What secrets Open Access publishing models cover?

• How to find a relevant journal for my next article?

• What tools can support me in my publishing challenges?

Agenda



Estonian 

research landscape



Estonia – research output
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Annual publications output in Scopus and WoS for all publications affiliated to Estonian authors.

Source: Scopus, Web of Science, March 2023. 

Scopus (1996-2021) 53 662

WoS (1996-2021) 49 691

WoS (+ESCI) 52 830



Estonia – research output in disciplines 2017-21

Cumulative publications output for all publications affiliated to Estonian authors in selected disciplines. 

Comparison between data available in WoS and SCOPUS (OECD classification).

Source: Scopus, Web of Science. March 2023 
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Estonia – research output by publishers 2017-21

Springer Nature, 16.4%

Elsevier, 15.4%

Wiley, 6.4%

MDPI, 5.5%

Taylor&Francis, 4.7%
IEEE, 1.0%

Other, 50.7%

Share of publications output for all publications affiliated to Estonian authors published by selected publishers.

Source: Scopus, March 2023 



Estonia – share of top publishers 2017-21
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Importance of choosing 

right journal



Solicit & manage
submissions

Manage 
peer review

Filtering/Editing

• 2.5 million article 

submissions

• 29,000 editors

• 98,000 editorial board 

members

• 1.3 million reviewers

Dissemination
~1.6 billion articles consumed

>600.000 published articles

Archiving
>19 million articles

Production
Technological enrichment

Community building
2,750 journal brands

Edit & 
prepare

Publish & 
disseminate

Archive & 
promote

* Source; annual report 2020

Publishing as a service: We add value to articles 

throughout the publication process

94% 
Articles have content 

changes during 

editorial stage

49% 
Articles have content 

changes made to the 

references section



Selecting the right journal is important

• Quality

• Discoverability

• Visibility

• Impact

• Research assesment and evaluation

INVESTMENT



Selecting the right journal is important

The consequences of choosing a bad journal for good work:

• Monetary costs for the author/institution

• Reputational costs for the work and people involved

• Negative impact on rankings and research assessment

• Durability: no assurance of longevity of the paper

• Delisting of the journal by indexing services

https://thinkchecksubmit.org

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/






Open Access 

publishing models



Methods of dissemination

Open Access Publishing
• Author (or institution/funding agency) pays an article 

publication fee

• Article is made freely available to all online

• Some journals publish exclusively open access 

• Other subscription journals offer open access options

Traditional publishing
• Authors publish free of charge

• Institutions or individuals subscribe to journals



Open access is enabled by…

Funders

Establishing open access policies 

and mandates 

Institutions 

Creating open access policies 

and repositories

Publishers

Implementing open access 

options for researchers

Researchers 

Being encouraged to publish 

research output open access 

Governments 

Deciding on open access policies 

and mandates

Readers

Looking for additional ways to read 

research content





ELSEVIER. Offering ~2,700 journals to the 

research and health communities 

1,000  Health Sciences

400 Life Sciences

900 Physical Sciences

300 Social Science & Economics

2,040
Hybrid (Subscription/OA)

630
Gold Open Access

# journals per discipline # journals per publishing model

In 2021 Elsevier published:
• 119,000 gold OA articles

• 497,000 Subscription articles



Different shades of open access

• Gold: published under a CC license with publication costs covered by 

an Article Processing Charge (APC) either as Gold in full open access 

journals or Gold in hybrid journals.

• Green: archived accepted manuscript of articles published under the 

subscription model, typically after a 6-24 months embargo period.

Bronze: publicly available to read without a CC license (e.g., Open 

Archives)

• Platinum/Diamond/Subsidised: published under a CC license with 

publication costs typically covered by a third party (e.g., the society, 

the university etc.) behind the journal.

• Black: illegally stored final version of articles published under the 

subscription model



Copyright licenses at Elsevier

Authors publishing gold open access have a choice between two Creative Commons (CC) licenses: 

CC-BY and CC-BY-NC-ND. A license tells readers what they can and can’t do with your article and 

ensures authors get credit for their work. 

CC-BY:

Attribution

This license lets others distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon your work, even commercially, 

as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most accommodating of all the 

CC licenses. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of licensed materials.

Source:

https://creativecommons.org

CC-BY-NC-ND:

Attribution-

NonCommercial-

NoDerivs

This license is the most restrictive of the CC licenses, only allowing others to download your 

works and share them with others as long as they credit you, but they can’t change them in 

any way or use them commercially.

https://creativecommons.org/


User 

license

Authors’ 

choice

Read, 

print, 

downloa

d

Redistribute 

or republish 

the final 

article 

Translate 

the article

Download

for text and 

data mining 

purposes

Reuse 

portions or 

extracts from 

the article in 

other works

Sell or 

reuse for 

commercia

l purposes 

CC BY 34% Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

CC BY 

NC ND 

66% Yes Yes Yes
(private use)

Yes Yes No

Here are a few details about the implications of 

each license for an OA article:

Copyright licenses at Elsevier



Open Access - useful links:

• Open access: https://www.elsevier.com/open-access

• Open access information for journal authors: https://www.elsevier.com/authors/open-

access

• Open access licenses: https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/open-access-licenses

• Article sharing policies: https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/sharing

• Sample publishing agreement for articles published open access with

• a commercial user license (CC BY): 
https://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/1243181/CC-BY-JPLA_updated_March-2022.pdf

• a non-commercial user license (CC BY-NC-ND): 
https://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1243188/CC-BY-NC-ND-JPLA_updated_March-2022.pdf

• Open science: https://www.elsevier.com/open-science

https://www.elsevier.com/open-access
https://www.elsevier.com/authors/open-access
https://www.elsevier.com/authors/open-access
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/open-access-licenses
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/sharing
https://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/1243181/CC-BY-JPLA_updated_March-2022.pdf
https://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1243188/CC-BY-NC-ND-JPLA_updated_March-2022.pdf
https://www.elsevier.com/open-science


How to choose 

the right journal?

Seven ideas and how to use Elsevier tools 

to help making a wise decision



Idea 1: use your bibliography



Idea 1: use your bibliography



Idea 2. Use Scopus: 

explore the search results



Scopus uniquely combines a comprehensive, curated abstract and 

citation database with enriched data and linked scholarly content. 

Quickly find relevant and trusted research, identify experts, and access reliable data, 

metrics and analytical tools to support confident decisions around research strategy –

all from one database and one subscription. 

7,000+
Publishers

27,950

Serial titles

292,000+

Books

90 million+
Items

17 million+
Author profiles

94,000+
Affiliation profiles

1.7 billion cited references

dating back to 1970

Identify and analyze which 

journals to read/submit to

Track and assess a researcher’s 

impact

Decide what, where and with

whom to collaborate

Track impact of research and 

monitor global research trends

Find the current research; what has been 

published in a research area

Determine how to differentiate

research topics, find ideas



Idea 2: explore the search results



Idea 2: explore the search results



Idea 3. Use Scopus: 

explore the sources



• The CSAB is an independent board of subject experts from all over the world.
• Comprised of 17 Subject Chairs.
• Board members are chosen for their expertise in specific subject areas; many 

have (journal) Editor experience.
• Year round, the board members are responsible for reviewing all titles that 

are suggested to Scopus.

Expert Curated content selection by the independent Content 

Selection & Advisory Board (CSAB)



Transparent Scopus selection criteria for serial content

1) All titles should meet all technical criteria in order to be considered for Scopus review:

2) Eligible titles are reviewed by the CSAB according to 14 selection criteria in 5 categories:

Peer-review English title, 

abstract, keywords

At least 2 years and 

regular publication
Publication ethics 

statement

Journal Policy Quality of Content Journal Standing Regularity Online Availability

Serials include journals, book series or conference series.



Maintaining high-quality: 

Scopus rigorous re-evaluation process and criteria
• Less than half of the reviewed titles are selected for Scopus coverage.

• The Content Selection Advisory Board is selective and strict on quality.



Idea 3: check the list our indexed journals



Idea 4. Use Scopus: 

check the journal metrics



Bibliometric indicators: a basket of metrics

Use these over time: Scopus Compare Source tool

Number 
of 

papers

CiteScore SJR SNIP
% of 

reviews

% not 
cited

Citation 
count

PlumX
Impact 
factor *

* - not in Scopus; property of Clarivate Analytics

https://www.scopus.com/source/eval.uri


CiteScore

• This metric counts the citations received in past 4 

years to articles, reviews, conference papers, 

book chapters and data papers published in the 

same timeframe, and divides this by the number of 

publications published in these 4 years.

• The same documents are included in the 

nominator and denominator.

• The value depends on the discipline.

• More than 24k journals and more than 700 book 

series have CiteScore.

2016 20182017 20202019 2021

𝐶𝑖𝑡𝑒𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 2020 =
𝐶𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑠 𝑏𝑒𝑡𝑤𝑒𝑒𝑛 2017 𝑎𝑛𝑑 2020

𝐷𝑜𝑐𝑢𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝑝𝑢𝑏𝑙𝑖𝑠ℎ𝑒𝑑 𝑏𝑒𝑡𝑤𝑒𝑒𝑛 2017 𝑎𝑛𝑑 2020



SNIP – Source Normalized Impact per Paper

• Developed by CWTS, University of Leiden in The Netherlands.

• Measures contextual citation impact by weighting citations 

based on the total number of citations in a subject field. 

• The impact of a single citation is given higher value in subject 

areas where citations are less likely, and vice versa.

• It’s a normalized parameter, thus it allows to compare journals

across disciplines.



SJR – SCImago Journal Rank

• Developed by SCImago, Spain.

• A prestige metric that can be applied to journals, book 

series and conference proceedings. 

• It bases on the eigenvector network theory – nodes may

have different „value” or „weight”.

• With SJR, the subject field, quality and reputation of the 

journal have a direct effect on the value of a citation.



How the journal is performing? - CiteScore, SJR and SNIP

Step 1: From Scopus Sources, 
search for journal

Step 2: Check the annual journal 
metrics CiteScore, SJR and 
SNIP

Step 3: Check the CiteScore
Tracker

In which category does the
journal rank the highest?

Idea 4: check the journal metrics



Idea 5. Use Scopus: 

compare sources



Compare up to 10 journals

With the Compare sources
option in Scopus, you can 
benchmark and understand 
the performance of choosen 
journals using the CiteScore
annual value or other 
metrics.

Idea 5: Scopus Compare Sources 



Idea 6: navigate using 

Topics and Topic clusters 

(SciVal)



Idea 6: Topics and Topic clusters (SciVal)



Idea 6: Topics and Topic clusters (SciVal)



Idea 7: use the Elsevier 

Journal Finder 

and check information 

in ScienceDirect



Source: https://journalfinder.elsevier.com

Idea 7: enjoy an automated Journal Finder

https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/


Source: https://journalfinder.elsevier.com

Idea 7: enjoy an automated Journal Finder

https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/


Questions? 



Valuable resources 

for authors 



Researcher Academy

60



A free e-learning platform designed to guide and support Early and Mid-Career 

Researchers throughout their research journey. In doing so we hope to unlock their 

potential.

• 45% PhD/Postdoc

• 30% Masters

• 25% Other

What is Researcher Academy?



Link: https://webshop.elsevier.com/

https://webshop.elsevier.com/


Publish with Elsevier

Elsevier has 140 years’ experience curating and verifying scientific knowledge so 
wherever you are in your publication journey, we are here to help you. 

More information for authors: https://www.elsevier.com/authors/submit-your-paper

https://www.elsevier.com/authors/submit-your-paper


Elsevier Online Training Hub

https://bit.ly/ELStraining


Certificates 

Go to: https://bit.ly/ELS00097

Workshop code: FBKIPS

Take a survey

Get Researcher Academy Certificate*

*You need to be logged in on Researcher Academy website, 

registration is free

24.03.2023



Thank youThank you!
Visit our Facebook pages

facebook.com/ElsevierCEE

Paula Milewska
p.milewska@elsevier.com

Bartek Wieckowski
b.wieckowski@elsevier.com



Where to find information about indexed  titles?

1. Monthly list can be found on the Scopus Content webpage (scroll to the bottom of the page) 

Simply click to download the Excel file, and then select the second tab called “Discontinued Titles”.

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/how-scopus-works/content/


2. Monthly list can be found on the Scopus Sources page.

.

Where to find information about indexed  

titles?

https://www.scopus.com/sources.uri
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