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INTRODUCTION

This bachelor thesis is a follow-up on a school assignment called Copycat made in au-
tumn 2012. Even if the project is located in a different area the concept stays the same. 

The school project dealt with extreme topography, the usage of public and private 
space, people’s behavior in these spaces, and a lot more. The following work is going 
to investigate the same aspects but in a different environment. 

The work area has a very interesting and difficult topography that can’t be overlooked. 
Because of the topography some areas are hard to reach and can at the moment be 
used only by people who are eager to explore the urban jungle. 

It is surrounded by buildings that have very different functions. Some of them are opened 
for public, others are not. The following work is trying to find connections between nat-
ural and artificial environments within the city centre, and make all the areas easier to 
access for the people.   
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“COPYCAT” OVERVIEW

A

A

B

B C
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Assignment Copycat was given as part of a school subject called Linnaruumi kujun-
damine (Urban Landscape Design) in autumn 2012. The project area is located in Tar-
tu, near the corner of Karl Ernst von Baeri Street and Jakobi Street. The main focus 
was narrowed to an area that surrounded the K.E. von Beari 4 building. It is located 
right next to Toomemägi. Because of Toomemägi the area has a very strong and clear 
historical background, which had to be taken into consideration in order to develop a 
sustainable and modern concept.

The whole project was developed in three different stages. The first two were assigned 
as individual work; the last stage was a group assignment were all the individual ideas 
of the other 2 group members were mended together into a whole. 

In the first stage of the project I had to brainstorm for new ideas and make an analytical 
overview of the area. Through the analysis I had to work out the main problems and 
mark areas that could be improved. A few of the questions I wanted to find answers to: 
The historical background- important or it is something that can be left a side? How the 
people use the area? Are there any public and/or private building? What is the overall 
cultural value of the area? 

In the second stage of the project I had to focus on a specific spot in the area and work 
in a smaller scale. I had to work with some details and try to improve the existing situa-
tion through analysis and the knowledge I gained in the analytical part. 

The third stage was a group assignment. All three ideas had to become one project. 
The discussion with others revealed that we all saw the topographical situation prob-
lematic – the different levels of the ground could restrict movement of pedestrians. On 
the other hand, we all agreed that this could also provide some wonderful design ideas 
using the natural “defect”. 

We decided to call our project Closer To the Edge. The idea was to blend together land-
scape with houses; to be used by people of all ages and different cultural backgrounds. 
It was a simple idea in its origin, but not so easy to carry out.

I really like a sentence from the assignment that our group wrote down on the final 
presentation poster. This sentence carried me through the process of this work. It has 
been an inspiration and a curse - „This place has more potential than being just a place 
what people can pass without any emotion.” (Kadi Mõttus, Sigrid Sälik, Kristjan Talistu)
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ANALYSIS

For a full understanding of the project area I had to make a bigger scale analysis of 
some of the surrounding parts the city centre area. In the process it became clear that 
most of the city centre is heavily tilted towards the river Emajõgi. Within the project area 
there is a substantial height differences of five meters – the land under the shopping 
centre Kaubamaja is situated approximately five meters lower than the land under the 
SEB building. This creates a very profitable design opportunity that allows the use of 
naturally created uneven landscape.  

The area next to Vanemuise Theatre and University of Tartu Library has its own specif-
ic problems concerning the structure and mass of the rubble stone wall starting at the 
beginning of Vanemuise Street leading up to the parking lot entrance. The big wall that 
runs along Vanemuise Street is made out of big unrefined rubble stones and reaches 
heights up to five meters. It creates a barrier that will force you to walk down the street 
and then take a different street back up again in order to reach the park that is behind 
the SEB building, or one would have to climb up the street to enter via the parking lot on 
top of the hill in order to enter the green area of the park. The wall itself has no entrance 
to reach the park. Once you get to the other side of the wall barrier you will find a park 
that has a potential to become a lovely place to spend time away from the city noises. 
For this to happen, there should be a plan to tackle the problems of building a better 
public space for people so that they can enjoy this green heaven in the middle of the 
city.  The park is missing footpaths, it needs better entrance from the side of Vanemuine 
Street, and there is a lack of light because of the rapidly changing heights with over-
grown shrubs are creating an unpleasant feeling of darkness- these are a few problems 
that the project has to tackle.  

Humans use sidewalks differently. Some move by foot, others by bicycle, some with 
other small devices with wheels like skateboards or roller skates etc., but all the people 
moving have the same thing in common – to move from point A to point B. The patterns, 
routes, and the ways people move around the city give important information to the 
planning and constructing of an area. The design has to include all the common routes 
and keep in mind the different ways of moving on a sidewalk, so that there is an easy 
accessibility to all the parts of the area and moving around is simple and easy.

In the surrounding area of the project there are many buildings with different functions 
- some are public buildings, others privet, others with a mixture of private and public 
functions. The public has no access to the Playtech Company building; it is only for its 
staff. This building is located next to the project area and makes up most of the Uueturu 
Street streetfront. This building has no active participation in the cities everyday life. 

One other building that appears as a closed building is the SEB Bank building, but since 
the bank has an active office there it can still be categorized as a mixture of a public/
private building.   

The public buildings that are most connected to the project area are the shopping center 
Kaubamaja (Riia 1), shopping centre Tasku (Turu 2), Vanemuise Theater (Vanemuise 
6), and University of Tartu Library (Wilhelm Struve 1). These buildings attract people 
and are the heart of the project area (marked in blue). All of these buildings are the big-
gest in volume as well. If we look the overall volumes of city centre buildings they are 
very different. More than half of the buildings in the area of Küüni Street and Ülikooli 
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ANALYSIS

Street are built before the II World War and are rather small in volume. Newer buildings 
are higher, made out of modern materials, and usually take up more space.

The buildings are surrounded by public spaces like green areas and town squares. The 
more commonly used areas are the parks that surround Kaubamaja, Barclay Square, 
and the most popular place in the city- Raekoja Square. The parks around Kaubamaja 
are spacious and well taken care of. There are children’s playgrounds, a lot of places to 
sit and spend time, flower beds, and more. Barclay Square is serving more as a short-
cut for people on their way to Raekoja Square. Very few people decide to sit and spend 
time in the park. It might be because Barclay Square has many high and old trees that 
create a very dark and unpleasant feeling for the space. 

Raekoja Square is the most popular public space in the city. It hosts most of open air 
markets during the summer and also some of the biggest festivals in the city take place 
in Raekoja Square. All the small cafes and rich historical background gives the place a 
comfortable feeling. It is also functioning as a passing through area, but it is not a neg-
ative thing because it is a functional and lovely public place, where something is always 
catching the eye of the passerby. For me, the Raekoja Square gives a good boost of 
energy every time I walk through it. 

The same kind of atmosphere can be found in the project area. The front of Kaub-
amaja and Vanemuine Theater are very popular places to meet friends, spend time, 
especially in the warmer months of the year. You can find people sitting on the grass, 

on the benches, just chatting with each other. The area has medium sized vegetation 
with some higher and older trees. In every spring there are nice and well maintained 
flowerbeds that catch the eye. 

The park area behind the SEB Bank building is just the opposite of Raekoja Square in 
the way it functions and the general feeling of the space. Part of the area is open and 
sunny – it has almost no higher vegetation; the other part has a lot of old trees and 
overgrown shrubs. The pathways are in terrible condition - the pavement has cracked 
and has holes in the surface. The stairs are in bad shape – in some places the height of 
the steps is different because of the insufficient building quality of that time or of natural 
causes. The place is mostly used as a passing through area between the library and 
the lower parts of city. 

After this analyzing process of the surrounding areas, I can move on to designing the 
project area, keeping in mind all the points drawn from this analyze. 
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DESIGN OVERVIEW

SECTION A-A 1:200

Starting to design the area I tried to work with the accessibility of the areas. For the square 
between Vanemuse Theater and Kaubamaja I wanted to create an open and more mod-
ern look so that this space can become a lively, carefully planned new city square. For 
the park between University of Tartu Library and SEB Bank building I wanted to keep it as 
natural looking as possible, but still landscaped to ease maintenance and safety. The main 
assignment was to create a new entrance to the park from Vanemuine Street. 

The inclining landscape towards Kaubamaja can be use to separate pedestrians from 
the motor traffic coming from Ülikooli Street. Some of the pedestrian area will stay on the 
same level with Ülikooli Street, but most of the pedestrian area is lowered down to the level 
of Küüni Street. These two areas are connected by stairs situated on the side of Uueturu 
Street. The overall height difference between the areas is 1.6 meters, which is enough to 
create the feeling like you are cut off from the heavy traffic coming from Ülikooli Street. 

To give the pedestrians an even more separated feeling, I created a sidewalk lined by 
raised areas (section A-A). The pedestrians are left with a three meter wide path that is 
aligned with a concrete structure. From the side of the path the structure is 625 millime-
ters of height, from the opposite side the structure is 300 millimeters of height creating an 
inclination of 6.5% towards Ülikooli Street. On the other side of the pedestrian path the 
structure has an inclination of 5% towards the square (Detail drawing 1). In some of the 
elevated areas are growing leafy trees that will be preserved from original setting, and to 
some there will be new trees planted. There is a possibility to use the elevated areas as 
planting grounds for flowers. 

The Küüni Street is lined with similar structures as Ülikooli Street – elevated areas, lower part 
300 mm, higher 625 mm; inclination towards the square. On the sides of the elevated areas 
are benches that fit with the height of the side of the concrete structure (Detail drawing 2). 
Between the structures are openings for pathways that lead from Küüni Street to the square. 

On the Riia Street there will be a building that is parallel to it. The building must imitate the 
curvature of the stairs. The building will be a public building that has four floors and is acces-
sible from all sides. First floor, from the square side is reserved for cafes and small business-
es. Cafes will have an outdoor terrace area facing the square. The first floor on the side of 
Riia Street is meant for small businesses. The bus stop at the front of the house will stay in 
the same place as it is located now (on Riia Street). Other three floors are meant for public 
usage. For example there could be the offices of some departments of the municipality of 
Tartu or some other public businesses. 

The Uueturu side of the area has been left on same level as the street is. The greenery is 
very popular in spring and in summer time when people just sit down on the grass and enjoy 
a good conversation. Most of the trees in that area are already existing ones and can be used 
as a design feature in this project as well. The stairs that are on that side of the square are 
sinking into the ground. In every two meters a step is removed to follow the natural inclination 
of that side of the area. The Uueturu Street stop for taxies will stay in the same place as it is 
now, but the parking from the street has been removed and replaced with greenery. On the 
green area will be some trees planted (see the planting plan) to make the street more of a 
pleasant place to be.
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The whole square is covered with concrete slabs that make up as a whole. Because the area 
is smooth the rainwater will be collected in the main drainage in Küüni Street (see vertical 
planning). There will be smaller drainages on the square as well to make the water distribu-
tion more efficient.

The square will be a very traditional one from the side of usage. It will be a meeting place 
where people can hold different events. A stage can be set up to hold some small events that 
at the moment are held on Küüni Street next to Kaubamaja. During winter time part of the 
square can be covered with ice for ice skating or for building snow castles.

At the moment the beginning of Ülikooli Street is meant for cars and parking. There is very 
little room for pedestrians. In the planned project, nearly 500 square meters of open parking 
area on the sides of the street will been moved to a new building built on an empty lot next to 
SEB Bank building (section B-B). The new building will have five floors. First two are meant 
for parking, other three for offices. The new building has parking spaces for more than a 
hundred cars. The outdoor parking on the sides of the street that is now unused is rebuilt 
as a greenery. From the junction of Ülikooli Street and Vanemuise Street to the junction of 
Ülikooli Street and Vallikraavi Street will be Tilia Platyphillo ‘Greenspire’ planted that grows 
10- 12 meters high and 3- 5 meters wide. Along the street are evenly placed benches and 
trashcans. The trees offer a shadow on hot summer days and during winter the trees can be 
decorated with Christmas lights.

For the upper area (between SEB Bank building and University of Tartu Library building) 
of the project I wanted to create more natural look and feel. By creating an opening from 
Vanemuise Street gives more access to the whole area not only to the project area but to 
the whole town. By doing that, part of the wall must be taken down to create a pathway with 
stairs. The wall will be “curled” in and will run along with the stairs. The stairs will have a little 
rail on them for the cyclist to take the bicycle with them. In Kitsas Street the stairs have to be 
redone. At the moment the stairs have a little odd build up - every group of stairs has a very 

different number of steps. Of course, the steps within the park have to be recalculated and 
rebuilt as well. The new building that was created next to SEB Bank building has a terrace 
area on the park side. Behind, the SEB Bank building has a Chinese restaurant with a terrace 
and an option to eat outside; it can widen itself partly behind the new building. Rest of the 
terrace can be used as the main entrance for the offices in the building. 

The Syringa shrubs that exist right now on the wall side will be taken down to open up some 
views from the top of the wall and let some light in the area. No trees are taken down if they 
do not interfere with the building of the pathways, stairs, or the new house next to SEB Bank 
building.

Open parking area in the other side of the project area will be left as it is. Vanemuine Theater 
needs parking space if there is a play; this is the most popular place during that time. The 
new office/ parking building next to SEB Bank building can be used for parking also. The 
open area next to the parking area will remain as a simple greenery in the city. It can be used 
as a performance place (as it was used by EMÜS a few years back) or just an open area to 
play some Frisbee or other field games.

The project will be developed in three stages. 

The first stage – behind the SEB Bank buildings walking paths will be reconstructed and new 
ones will be built. During the same time the new building next to SEB Bank will be built.

Second stage – the stairs and the passage from Vanemuise Street will be built. In the same 
time Ülikooli Street will be widened for pedestrians, greenery in Uueturu Street will be creat-
ed.

Third stage – this will be the most intense construction period when the new square will be 
built and the new building next to it constructed. 

DESIGN OVERVIEW

SECTION B-B 1:300
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Benches and trashcans of similar style will be used in the whole project area. Near shopping 
centre Kaubamaja and Vanemuine Theater benches with back support will be put because in 
this area has more people sitting on the streets and parks for longer periods of time. 

The benches have a stainless steel metal structure that is covered with treated strips of wood 
in order to make the wood heat, rain, cold, and moisture resistant. Also the trashcans follow 
similar style – they are made out of stainless steel. 

More simple style of furniture is used in the upper part of the project area. Same style will be 
applied to the furniture on Ülikooli Street.

DESIGN OVERVIEW
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DETAIL DRAWINGS

DETAIL DRAWING 2 
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